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 IN 1997, SELLING ONE-OF-A-KIND 

items wasn’t likely to keep you in busi-

ness; at least that’s what Dawn Den-

ton’s former New York rep thought. 

It can only be said that Denton was 

ahead of the times, which also hap-

pens to be the only way to describe 

the Boudoir Queen’s unique style.

 Denton’s Austin career started 

four and a half years ago with her in-

house studio at Pink Salon on South 

Congress Avenue, creating cuffs and 

accessories, which are – still her per-

sonal favorites. During her time there, 

she added clothing design to her col-

lection. How ironic that someone so 

good at knowing the next best thing 

in fashion uses vintage clothing and 

fabrics for her creations.

 “I never said, ‘I want to be a cloth-

ing designer.’ It just morphed into 

that. Next thing I know, I started doing 

this,” explained Denton. 

 Two years ago, she opened her Bur-

net Road studio, gradually moving the 

entire line there, in part to accommo-

date her celebrity clients’ privacy.  

 “One-of-a-kind or vintage is espe-

cially good for celebrities because 

they go to openings and events, and 

if they choose a big designer, there’s a 

bigger fear someone else will be wear-

ing the same thing. You don’t have to 

worry about that in one-of-a-kind or 

vintage,” Denton said.

 These vintage modernizations also 
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happen to perfectly fit Austin’s tastes, 

Denton said. “People are wearing more 

vintage here. People like it if you’re 

not a big designer.” Denton further 

explained, “Austin is much more ar-

tistic than other cities, like L.A., where 

everyone wears the same thing, where 

everyone wants whatever’s in fashion. 

Here, the people are more creative; they 

have more of their own style. There’s a 

kind of bohemian vibe here.” 

 And then there are the recording 

artists often found in Austin and par-

ticularly attracted to South Congress. 

Rockers like Patricia Vonne, Emmylou 

Harris, Patty Griffin, Molly Simms and 

recent customer Imogen Heap have 

all been caught in Denton’s styles, 

perhaps because, as Denton explains, 

they “are so far ahead, mainstream 

hasn’t caught up.”

 Denton was already a contributor 

to the artistic world before taking the 

clothing path. Born in Bakersfield, CA, 

Denton moved to Los Angeles to begin 

a career as a makeup artist. “In high 

school, I started doing makeup on ev-

eryone; I was just good at it. I went to 

L.A. because it’s only one hour away 

and applied for a job on Rodeo Drive,” 

Denton said.

 Immediately successful, she then 

spent four years at the renowned Cas-

sandra 2000 salon and eventually re-

ceived her own makeup line, “Poor Lit-

tle Rich Girl,” named for the ‘60s icon 

Edie Sedgwick. Denton’s short blond 

hair, darkly-lined eyes and lengthy 

lashes, self-described as “outlandish,” 

got her noticed while doing makeup at 

shows, but it also led to modeling. 

Dawn Denton searches fl ea markets for the vintage treasures that fi ll her 
studio and inspire her designs. Model: Dawn Denton, in her studio. 
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“Austin is much more artistic than other cities, 
like L.A., where everyone wears the same thing, 

where everyone wants whatever’s in fashion. 
Here the people are more creative; they have 

more of their own style. There’s a kind of 
bohemian vibe here.” 

See VINTAGE QUEEN on page 65
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 Which all led to meeting artist Ste-

ven Arnold. People had been encour-

aging her to meet Arnold for a while, 

but Denton remained skeptical until 

she became one of his muses.

 “His studio was a big, open room 

with a stage and just a big black cloth 

behind you, up where you – the mod-

el – would stand. You’d be standing 

there posing, and he’d be looking 

through his camera, then come up 

and go ‘No, it needs to be 

like this’ and put up a 

pinecone. Some little 

thing like that, a 

pinecone,” Denton 

exclaimed. “But, 

to him, his eye, 

it was what was 

needed.”

 It is in large 

part Arnold’s styl-

ings that taught 

Denton the impor-

tance of imagery. This 

influence comes back 

through her designs and when 

setting up for a photo shoot. “I love 

being a stylist. I really consider my-

self more of a stylist. I really learned 

a lot from working with Steven; he 

was so...” Denton thought for a mo-

ment before laughing, “He taught me 

a lot about fabulousness.” 

 A break from the design world came 

after the birth of her son in 1992. She 

also began collecting boudoir dolls, 

the society fashion accessory from 

the 1920s. In 1997, she incorporated 

reproductions of the dolls’ faces from 

her large collection into purse designs. 

At the same time, she started design-

ing her best-selling cuffs.

 “It inspired me to start designing. 

I started by just tying lace around my 

wrists, which no one was doing then. 

People would say how much they 

liked it, and then I moved on to us-

ing other fabrics and more designs,” 

Denton said.

 The distinctive style that got her 

recognized in the industry continues 

to originate in new fashions represen-

tative of her taste. Mixing together 

lace, ribbons, feathers, decorative 

stitching and unique recre-

ations like tap jazz pants 

turned into skirts or a 

corset worn over a t-

shirt makes every-

thing look fancy 

yet wearable. 

 “Patty Griffin 

said (in an Austin 

Monthly article) 

my clothes have 

a lot of soul. May-

be that’s because I 

pick out all the fabrics 

and put a lot of thought 

into all of it. Everything is so 

unique and individual,” Denton said 

of her success. This combination of 

something sort of old and something 

sort of new, which is an extension of 

the designer, undoubtedly becomes 

an extension of the wearer.

 To continue her theme of being 

ahead of the times, the future holds 

a lot for Denton and Boudoir Queen. 

Traditionally, an appointment-only 

store, she is just beginning to open the 

door whenever she’s in. However, call-

ing ahead is still your best bet for get-

ting in to see her designs. Expansion 

plans include home décor by House of 

Boudoir Queen and an accessory line 
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“Coming up 
with ideas isn’t a 

problem. My head is 
full of ideas; I could sit 
here all day and design. 
I have so many things I 
want to do. Making the 
product and selling it 

is the hard part.”

Boudoir Queen Atelier and Bijoux 
5453 Burnet Rd. (The Courtyard Shops)

 512.567.0511
www.myspace.com/boudoirqueen

boudoirqueen@swbell.net
www.boudoirqueen.com

Dawn Denton uses her skills as a professional makeup artist, model and 
muse in creating an artistic style. Models:  Cali Sales and Whitney Jardine.

of hats by Debauchery and Veils.  

 Denton explains, “I have to keep 

changing. Coming up with ideas isn’t 

a problem. My head is full of ideas; 

I could sit here all day and design. I 

have so many things I want to do. 

Making the product and selling it is 

the hard part.” 

VINTAGE QUEEN from page 63


